
Grading Report 2017/18 

Since I took up the position of chair of grading in November 2017, there have been some 38 

promotions of referees to higher grades, and almost everyone was watched and/or videoed at 

least once, and in many cases, more than that. Our thanks go to our match observers and 

cameramen for their unstinting efforts. 

Our monthly grading meetings are taken up with discussion of each referee and their ongoing 

progress, taking into account recent reports and videos, and sometimes personal observation 

of referees by members of the grading committee themselves, coupled with evidence of a 

suitable level of fitness regarding faster games. Recommendations are also made to 

appointments regarding selected referees with a view to allocating them to matches offering 

greater challenges, often at the same level, sometimes higher, to establish their suitability for 

higher grades. 

In recent months, evidence has suggested a number of recurring issues presenting themselves 

as ongoing trends amongst a significant number of referees (e.g. positioning, running lines, 

pace, etc.), and I would like to see a series of specialist “clinics” operate at various times next 

season (and perhaps pre-season) to address these specific issues, one by one, so that we can 

make our referees even better, and more eligible for promotion. 

I would also like to see many of our retiring referees becoming referee coaches, or indeed in 

any other capacity (e.g. advisor) which supports directly our members, and thus pass on their 

expertise gained from valuable experience, to other referees, for the same reason. We are in 

this together – to make our referees and our society the best they/it can possibly be. 

Finally, my personal thanks go to the other members of the grading committee: Martyn Sly, 

Sion Bowen, Steve Challis, Gwyn Airdrie and Andy Jones, who have provided much insight 

and sound advice. 

 

Jeff Williams 

(Chair of Grading 2017/18) 


