
   The Whistler     
 

WELCOME to the first of an occasional newsletter which I will be sending to all members of 

the Warwickshire Society of Referees’ Young Whistlers team.  It will include news of general 

interest that you should know as Young Whistlers and help in communications between us. I 

may also include photographs, so anything that you might like to share with your YW 

colleagues will be welcome.  Just send it to me in an e-mail. 

CALLUM GEORGE: Callum is now a Level 9 referee officiating in the adult game and 

started his career as a Young Whistler. Just as you have.  He is currently studying at 

University. He has agreed to act as liaison officer for the Young Whistlers, and has 

been appointed to the Young Whistlers sub-committee.  Initially he will be ensuring 

that our records are up-to-date and also that where possible mentors are allocated to 

all your games.  

ROSSLYN PARK SCHOOL 7s: For several years now we have been travelling down to 

South London with a team of Young Whistlers and officiating at the Rosslyn Park School 7s. 

Those of you who still play may have represented your school there. It’s the largest schools 

rugby competition in the World and goes on for a full week in March. Unhappily, this year we 

will not be taking part because the number of referees they need has been heavily over-

subscribed. We have been refereeing on the Tuesday of the event. We were asked if we 

could go on the Friday but unfortunately both Sion Bowen and Ian Roberts are unavailable 

that day and Sion’s company has provided the mini-bus with Sion as the driver. Another 

consideration was the journey to London which is always over 3 hours but on a Friday it will 

be a nightmare, particularly coming home.  Sorry about that but other opportunities will come 

our way and hopefully you will get a chance next year. 

YW SHIRTS: Remember, you qualify for a Young Whistlers Society shirt when you have 
completed five games appointed by the Society. It is important that if you referee games at 

your club or school that you contact Sion Bowen or myself IN ADVANCE OF THE GAME so 

we can add it to the WhosTheRef system.  That way it will count towards your games’ total. 

If you haven’t done so already please confirm your shirt size and let me know you are 

reaching your target at least 7 days before your 5th game. 

TRAINING NIGHT: I am hoping to arrange another training night before the season’s 

end and have pencilled in Tuesday March 20th.  Please make a note of that in your 

diaries and if there is a clash with any school events etc let me know immediately as I 

may be able to change the date. I hope to get a Premiership referee along and maybe 

one of the younger Wasps players. Anyone you would like to meet? 

NEW YWS: Welcome to Patrick Meigh and Kyle Trainer who successfully completed their 

ERRA course at West Park Academy a couple of weeks ago. Hopefully they will be getting 

their first games shortly so give them a warm welcome if you see them on the circuit. 
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MONTHLY MEETING: The Society Monthly Meeting is this coming Wednesday at Earlsdon 

at 7 30pm. John Widdowson, the RFU Match Official Development Officer for our area will 

be our guest speaker and will be delivering a training module on the scrummage. All are 

welcome.  You can also pick up a copy of the new easy-to-understand laws book at the 

meeting free of charge (if they arrive in time) 

DEVON FESTIVAL:  The Devon Festival week-end will take place at Ivybridge RFC during 

the week-end of May 4-7.  Kindy Devgun is again organising the full refereeing schedule and 

we have again been invited to supply the referees.  This all expenses-paid trip is an 

excellent week-end for all our YWs with a wide range of age-grade Rugby and also an 

opportunity to socialise and get to bond with each other.  I know Kindy would like to take 15 

young officials so please, if you want to go, send your names to Kindy as soon as possible 

and react quickly to any e-mail he might send.  It takes a lot of work to organise an event like 

this so please don’t make things more difficult by not responding quickly. Patrick and Kyle, 

our newcomers are eligible to go and will find it hugely enjoyable, as you all will, even those 

who have been before. 

ADMIN:                                                                                                                                    

Have you amended your CONTACT details on WhosTheRef to include a second e-mail 
address – that of a parent/guardian?                                                                                           

Have you paid your £5 subscription to treasurer, Howard Russell (if you started 
refereeing before Christmas)? This can be done easily by bank transfer to a/c No 

04094625 Sort Code 309233.                                                                                                                                            

Have you updated your availability on WhosTheRef?   

Are you accepting or declining games quickly? 
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