
GUIDELINES FOR COMPLETING THE REFEREE RED CARD FORMS 2017 – 2018 

These guidelines are to be used when completing the above forms which are available to download from the 

WSOR website; any queries please contact the WSOR Discipline Officer, or the Warwickshire RFU Discipline 

Secretary. 
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Players name Important this is taken and recorded correctly as this is used to 
trace back the player’s discipline history over the last 5 years 
for the Warwickshire Hearing and used in any mitigation 
- If unsure of the name given or in the event of a name not 
being given please check with the team Captain immediately 

Playing position and number Player could have come on as a replacement so playing 
position unknown, this helps with understanding why the 
player was where he was when the incident happened, ie 
should he have been in that area? Or did he run in? 
- Need confirmation of playing position and number to ensure 
correct player is named 

Club Details Important to get the correct club and correct team so that 
paperwork is sent to the correct contacts, this is recorded on 
the “Charge Sheet” 

Match Result - This is needed for Chairman and panel members to 
understand possible reasons for the players’ actions 
 - Clubs will often use this in their defence 

Nature of Offence This is needed so that the correct “charge” can be put on the 
“Charge Sheet” - This also confirms the correct “law” the 
player contravened in their actions 

Official’s Details Needed in case the Warwickshire Discipline Secretary needs to 
contact the referee to query any part of the “RFU Red Card” 
report or gain more information  
- It confirms the referee on the day is correct for the Club and 
Warwickshire Hearing panel  
- It enables Warwickshire Discipline Secretary to invite the 
referee to attend the Hearing if the report is to be “contested” 
by the Club 

Weather conditions/state of the pitch Will confirm for the Hearing Chairman and panel members if 
pitch was muddy (player could have slipped) or dry and firm 
(player couldn’t have slipped) depending on the 
incident/reasons given 

General pattern/temper of game, any other red or 
yellow cards 

- Brief overview of the game, ie good tempered, bad 
tempered, local derby, big difference between league levels if 
Cup match, team warnings, excessive moaning, excessive 
penalties, other cards issued and what for and to which Club(s)  
- Chairman and panel members were not at the game so need 
as much background information as possible 

Proximity of the Referee/Assistant Referee to the 
incident  
 
Did you have an unobstructed view (if no give 
details) 

To confirm if referee had a clear view or not and their distance 
from the incident  
- If not a clear view this is fine as long as Chairman and panel 
members are aware  
- This can be used by the Club in explaining what happened 

Time of the incident and score at the incident - To assist the Chairman and panel members in looking at the 
timing of the player’s actions and being able to ask questions, 
for instance why then?  
- This is also recorded on the “Charge Sheet” 
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Details of any injuries to person(s) involved in the 
incident  
– if none or unsure please state 

This determines the entry point for the sanction ie low, mid, 
top and is used for any mitigation  
- Referee’s must put “none” or “unsure” rather than leave it 
blank 
If the player was injured did he receive treatment? 
Did he carry on playing or was he replaced due to his injuries. 

Detailed report of the incident Details need to be precise, to the point, informative, concise 
(where possible) and factual  
- Should not be “referee’s opinion” or “thoughts”, or “hearsay”  
- Brief description of what lead up to the incident if known, or 
state “unknown what lead to the incident”  
- Details of the offending player’s number/name, colour/club 
and position (in ruck, maul, or joining) ie Number 10 (J Bloggs) 
red/Arsenal attached to the side of the maul  
- Effect on the game immediately after incident ie mass brawl, 
few other players joined in or no effect/reaction  
- Position of the victim ie at the bottom of a ruck, had their 
hands tied into a maul, standing up etc  
- Was contact made or attempted? If contact was made 
Discipline Panels need to know what part of the body, 
especially if it is contact with the head. 
- How many punches or kicks, open hand or clenched fist - Did 
player co-operate when called over and shown the red card ie 
giving his name, leave the field immediately, cause no further 
trouble (used when deciding sanction) - Did the player 
apologise  
– immediately, after the game, in the clubhouse, or didn’t 
apologise at all  
- If the player is being red carded for “Referee Abuse” please 
record exactly what was said by the player  
- If the player is being red carded for “Threatening actions 
towards a Referee” please record what those actions were  
- If the player is being red carded for “Physical Abuse of 
referee” please record exactly what happened ie punched to 
the face 

Signed and Dated - Referee to type their name in here and the date to confirm as 
far as possible it is their report 

 

The information on the referee’s “RFU Red Card Report form” is used to draw up the “Charge Sheet” and both 

documents are sent to the Club for use at their “Discipline Meeting,” with minutes from this being sent to the 

Warwickshire Discipline Secretary. The information from these 3 documents as well as verbal testimony given at the 

Warwickshire Hearing, is all then used to complete the “RFU Short Judgement Form” which is a 2-page document 

completed during the player’s Warwickshire Hearing and forwarded to the RFU and the club as a record of the case. 

Hence the importance of referee’s putting as much accurate information as possible onto the “RFU Red Card Report 

form” and emailing to discipline@warwickref.com and the Warwickshire Discipline Secretary within the 48 hr deadline. 

mailto:discipline@warwickref.com

