
President’s Report 2017 

 

Gentlemen-ladies and gentlemen, I hardly ever write down reports or speeches I have to make, but on 

this occasion I wanted to make sure that I have everything down on paper. I have a couple of weeks left 

as president of the society and would like to reflect my feelings of the last 2 years. First of all I must 

thank all those who took on executive roles and stuck to the task as best they could especially Gwyn 

who has done his utmost to guide the society forward over the last 12 months. 

I believe that individually referees progressed much as before and the standard of the guys we put out 

in the middle is still of a high standard. But I also feel that the society has a problem with its interaction 

with the county, the rfu staff and also the clubs. Indeed in some cases it has a problem communicating 

with each other. Not so long ago the society was held in high esteem by all in the county but now I am 

asked “why don’t the refs come to the district meetings?”; “why don’t the refs attend county and PFR 

forums”; “why don’t we have a club ref like we used to have?”. These are all problems to do with 

communication. This evening you will have to make a decision whether or not to join with other 

societies and become part of the national referees constituent body. If you do join you will certainly 

need to improve your interaction with the rfu staff and the county. There could be well be other roles 

that need to be fulfilled, so don’t sit back and let others do it. Consider carefully how you could help. But 

I ask, please do not forget the clubs. The friendship within the society and the friendship that exists 

between clubs and the society is at an all time low and really must be addressed. How you do will be up 

to the officers you vote in tonight. 

On a personal note I have found being your president, at times, difficult. But I have been proud to 

represent you and wish the society all the best for the future. I have found it almost impossible to talk 

people into taking on tasks for the society and helping out. Tonight the officers you elect will be asking 

for your help, if you want to progress as a society then more of you will have to say “yes”. John Alford. 


