
 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 2016-17 – YOUNG WHISTLERS SUB-COMMITTEE 

Prepared by Peter Tolan (Chairman) 

 

The Young Whistlers Sub-Committee for the year was Peter Tolan (chairman), Nick Edwards 

(secretary), Sion Bowen (appointments), Alex Thomas, Kindy Devgun and Avy Devgun. 

The year started well with our appointment by the RFU for the fifth successive year to provide 

officials for the School Games, held for the first time at Loughborough University. As in past years Ian 

Roberts and myself were the Referee Managers for the RFU at this event, held during the week-end 

of September 2-4. Our representatives were Olli Lee, Rhys Davies, Callum George, Tom Hill, Harvey 

Knight, Dan Rowlands, Paul Adderley, Miles Pigdon, Avy Devgun and a visiting young official, Kate 

Ritchie. Rhys Davies handled the final, based on his overall week-end performances. 

The annual Young Whistlers Referee Course was held during the school October half-term at Barker 

Butts RFC. There were 11 candidates on the course but, disappointingly only one of those who 

successfully completed it -  Reilly Devine - went on to referee regularly.  However, we were delighted 

that one youngster, who was on the previous year’s course , Akron Rayworth-Brookes decided to 

take up the whistle and was appointed regularly.  Hopefully, some of those who attended the 2016 

course may start refereeing in the future. 

We appointed to more than 200 games during the year with 75% of those being accompanied by a 

mentor.  The YWs who represented the Society during the season were Paul Adderley, Avy Devgun, 

Will Baxter, Reilly Devine, Jack Keen, Akron Rayworth-Brookes, Sam Roberts and Ewan Smith. Both 

Paul and Avy progressed to U16 and U17 games and will be introduced gradually to the senior game 

next season. 

Thanks are due to those senior referees who acted as mentors and also to the schools and clubs who 

looked after and supported our youngsters. 

The good news for the Society was that a number of YWs went up into the induction squad – Tom 

Hill, Miles Pigdon, Callum George, Tom Boulton, and Ollie Lee all began their adult Rugby careers and 

are progressing well. 

In January we had a presentation and training evening at Barker Butts attended by two players from 

Wasps who presented shirts to those who had qualified and took part in a lively Q&A forum. An AR 

course is being organised by Ollie Lee for the Summer break. 



We were again invited to send a squad in March to the Rosslyn Park School 7s – the largest Schools 

Rugby tournament in the world – and looked after the Prep Schools U16 tournament. The team that 

travelled down was Sion Bowen, Ian Roberts, Peter Tolan, Kindy Devgun, Avy Devgun, Sam Roberts, 

Paul Adderley, Ollie Lee, Reilly Devine, Jack Price-Kean, Tom Boulton, Callum George, Miles Pigdon 

and a visitor from Leicestershire, Elliot Coombes. 

The end-of-season invitation by Team Tours Direct to referee one of their Festivals took us to 

Ivybridge RFC in Devon with accommodation at Looe, almost an hour further on, in Cornwall. Kindy 

Devgun took over the organisation of the trip, which was extremely well run, and all those invited to 

attend represented the Society in exemplary fashion both on and off the field.  Again, those YWs 

who attended were Paul Adderley, Avy Devgun, Ollie Lee, Tom Boulton, Jack Price-Kean, Reilly 

Devine, Tom Hill, Sam Roberts and Callum George.  Many plaudits were given by coaches and 

parents. Thanks go to Kindy for his excellent organisation and to his wife, Indy, who provided a 

superb curry supper on the Saturday evening!   

Finally, we also provided referees for the RFU Academy Games at Birmingham Exiles, for the RFU 

Academy 7s and also to several games involving the Wasps Academy players, Wasps Festivals and 

age-grade games at the Ricoh. 

Towards the end of last season and the beginning of this I have worked with the RFU to assist in the 

development of the RFU’s own Young Officials scheme and this was launched at the start of the 

season. It is for those between the ages of 14 and 24, but does not compromise our own Young 

Whistlers’ initiative, which has been going since 2011. However, a general invitation was put out by 

an RFU officer to those Young Officials interested in officiating at the Academy games, which we had 

already been asked to appoint to. This led to some initial confusion and I suspect that in future 

seasons our YWs will not be asked exclusively to handle these and the School Games. 

One concern that I have had has been the increase in verbal abuse of young referees. Happily, 

compared with the number of games we have appointed to, these instances have been a very small 

minority. There have been three, two of which have been dealt with internally and the third via the 

Warwickshire Disciplinary Committee. However one incident is one too many. Following my 

representations to the RFU last year after a serious incident at Harbury resulting in disciplinary 

proceedings against a parent, I have again expressed my concerns.  With the launch of the RFU’s 

Young Officials initiative it is likely that more and more instances of verbal abuse from the touch 

lines by parents and/or teachers and coaches, will occur.  

This time my approach was met more positively and I have had a top level meeting with RFU 

representatives and am hopeful that more publicity will be given to the problem of abuse against 

young officials – which is also a safeguarding issue – and amendments will be made to the RFU 

disciplinary regulations to accommodate this as in my view abuse of a child referee cannot be 

handled in the same way as that of an adult. 

Whilst talking about the RFU Young Officials scheme both Paul Adderley and Avy Devgun, by 

invitation, will be accompanying me to represent the Society at a special Young Officials event at 

Twickenham at the end of May. 

In conclusion, it has been another good season and we look forward to our next Young Whistlers 

course in October when I hope we will recruit several more youngsters which will enable the ever-

growing demand by clubs and schools for our young referees to be met in the new season. 

 



Peter Tolan 16/5/1 

 

 

 


