
Document regarding the joining of the Rugby Football Referees Union (RFRU) 

by Warwickshire Society of Referees (WSoR) 

The RFRU is a body that is elected by its members and aims to represent all referee Societies that are 

members at the RFU and to promote  

 

It is the proposal that WSoR joins the RFRU as a fully voting member. We have enquired into the 

application pack and there are no barriers to our joining. We consider that, whilst this does not 

significantly affect how we referee or observe at our county grass roots level, benefits are to be had 

at an administrative level. 

 

The advantages to this are many of which some are set out below: 

It provides us with a representation on a body that is closely aligned with the RFU and whose aim is 

the improvement and protection of referees and referee societies. 

The RFRU is represented on several RFU sub committees (Games, Laws and Competitions 

Development) and chairs the RFU Match Official Technical Advisory Group 

Funding has been provided directly in a Training & Development pilot scheme to which we have 

been a part of, which has allowed us to purchase 3 new sets of referee radios, and has extensively 

supported our exchange programme and our match observers and video facilities. 

The Whostheref (WTR) licence is being purchased centrally for all member societies so that all 

appointments are entered on a universally common system and information can be extracted 

centrally that having to be completed society by society. 

We will have access to RFU training material and RFU staff support. 

We hope to be able to work more closely with the RFU regarding introductory courses so that we are 

fully advised as to when they happen and what input we can make to them. 

The RFRU recognise the role of the Federations and the referee pathway through them. 

Our relationship with the Warwickshire Rugby Union will not be diminished and not dependent on 

any financial support from them. 

All RFRU executive meeting minutes are made available to members and interested parties. We have 

been getting these whilst our application process has been underway. These will be uploaded to our 

website upon acceptance of membership. 

We will have access to legal, governance and financial advice should we need it and access to the 

National Referee Society conference.  

 

 

There appear to be no negative consequences of opting to join the RFRU. 


