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It has been a great privilege to serve as your Society’s President over the last two years 

while being President of Warwickshire RFU. 

During this time I have met many members of the Society whether it has been at Executive 

meetings, open meetings or on match days. Some of you have been on the scene for many 

years like myself while others are just starting out on their careers. I have been impressed 

by the overall dedication and hard work that is put in to ensure the smooth operation of the 

Society’s affairs both on and off the field. The Society is indebted to those individuals that 

give up their time beyond that of match days to deal with the complexity of administration 

and paperwork which is required as part of the modern game. In some cases this can lead to 

many years of service during which individuals contribute significantly not only to the 

Society but in the wider arena sometimes to the exclusion of their other interests. Such is 

the case with Malcolm Murphy who resigned his position as Secretary earlier this year 

having served twelve years and for many other current serving executive members and their 

predecessors. I thank you all for your valuable contribution. 

On behalf of the membership your Executive Committee strives to maintain high standards 

in promoting the Society not only outside the county to affiliated bodies and prospective 

members but also within its ranks and seeks to give all its members the opportunity to 

progress through its Training & Development and Grading structures. The innovative use of 

the Dartfish technology has been of great value in this respect giving referees the 

opportunity to assess their own progress while the unsung panel of assessors on match days 

still provides a more intimate appraisal! 

The quality of referees generated by the Society is well known and well respected indeed 

the following is just a snapshot of some achievements gained by Society members across 

the past season.  

James Clarke refereed the RFU Intermediate Cup Final, was fourth official for Women’s RFU 

Six Nations tournament and has officiated in several National 1 and A League games. James 

has also been appointed to officiate at the European leg of the Olympic 7s qualifying 

tournament.  

Luke Haskins has taken charge of numerous Level 4 games, county championship games and 

the Natwest U15 Vase Final. Luke also refereed at the Benidorm 7s where he got injured yet 

again! 

Ryan Smith has refereed several Level 4 games. 

Alex Thomas has been in charge of Level 6 Midlands play-off, Midlands Intermediate Cup 

Final National Colts Final and the National U17 Plate Final. 

Ryan Oliver has had AASE League and Women’s RFU Premiership matches. 



Josh Jelley refereed the Final of the Premiership Academy 10’s Tournament at Bedford 

Blues. 

Hayden Sarjant refereed the match at Farnborough RFC to launch Land Rovers sponsorship 

of Rugby World Cup 2015 which involved high profile players and coaches as team support. 

The Society was also represented by 14 Society members at the GB 7s tournament at 

Broadstreet on Saturday, James Clarke and Alex Thomas refereeing in the Elite Tournament.  

Greg Garner, James Clarke, Luke Haskins, Mark Rose, Leo Burton and Dave Smith, Fred 

Farndon, Steve Savage and Ian Roberts continue to represent the Society on the National 

Panel. 

This list is impressive and serves to demonstrate to our newer and younger members how 

much rugby is out there waiting and I can only assume that this is only likely to grow. This 

however is in contrast to the local adult rugby scene where a reduced number of games 

have in turn reduced the opportunities for our membership generally. Let us hope there is 

an upturn in this situation as a legacy of the forthcoming Rugby World Cup.  

The Young Whistler Programme has been a great boost to those youngsters wishing to take 

an aspirational route through refereeing and I thank all those involved whether as Young 

Whistler or mentor/transport provider for their input. The programme has already had 

notable success with Rhys Davies finishing in the Top 3 of the Sports Coach UK Official of the 

Year competition and Paul Adderley the youngest of the Young Whistlers being in charge of 

at least fifty games this season! Peter Tolan also received recognition in being in the Top 3 in 

the Developer of the Year category of the Sports Coach UK competition. 

I am grateful for the input given by the Society to the County’s PFR Planning process and for 

its support of the Unity Project in helping to provide match shirts for the Croatian Referees 

Society following that countries delegation scoping visit in April. This link along with the 

many others forged as part of the exchange programme further demonstrates the proactive 

nature of the Society in the promotion of refereeing friendship across the globe. 

Finally I thank all of you for your individual efforts on match days without which games 

would not have gone ahead and for your continued commitment to ensure that this remains 

the case for next season in Rugby World Cup 2015 year and beyond.  

 

Mike Hemming 

President –Warwickshire Society of Referees 

 

  


